Advice from Gavin Extence
Hello everyone

1) Get straight to the point. I.e. tell us what the book is about as quickly as possible. If you can do it in the first sentence, that's ideal.

2) Attention has to be grabbed - assume that your pitch is the twentieth in the pile. What will make yours stand out?

3) The fewer words you can use, the better.

4) Practice the pitch in front of someone. Make sure it's timed correctly. If it's too long, don't just speak faster - cut words! Ask your listener for feedback.

5) Be passionate about your book ... but try not to sing your own praises. The pitch should sell the 'idea' of the book. The extract is what sells you as a writer.
Advice from  Bryony Doran

How to Write a Good Pitch

In no more than fifteen lines, put across to us the essence of your novel.

Some tips on how to do this are:

Tell us the name of your novel – This often gives a clue to what the novel is about and the type of novel.

Tell us what the two main themes of the novel are.

Tell us where the novel is set

Tell us who tells the story

Give us no more than four lines a brief background to the novel

In no more than four lines set up the story for us – Jane, who has just left her husband, meets a man in a bar and ….

And finally - sum up, in no more than hundred and forty characters, your novel. To see examples of this, go to: #PitchCB

Remember less is more. We do not want a detailed list of the plot. – leave us wanting more!

We want the essence of the story and if you can inject a bit of humour in to your pitch even better.

Advice from Stacey Sampson

I’d say - We really want to get a full flavour of what your piece is so include all elements, at least a sentence each on;

· Setting - time, place, mood

· Protagonist/central character(s) - who are they and why are they interesting/why we should care about them

· Initial hook of the story (what’s the conflict?)

· What happens next - you don’t need to explain every twist and turn but it’s not about holding everything back either. We need to know a bit about how the story plays out so we know why it's such a page turner!

Silly example…

Many hundreds of years ago, in a forest, deep in the Enchanted woods

We meet Cinderella, a young woman who’s biological mother died when she was young leaving her in the care of an evil step-family

Cinderella is determined to escape her life but her step mother keeps her locked away, working as a servant for herself, and her ugly sisters

This is the story of how Cinderella meets a kick boxing Fairy Godmother who runs midnight mixed martial arts sessions and trains Cinderella up until she’s a tenth dan blackbelt and can avenge her mother’s death and go on to become the first female MMA champion of the modern world

Advice from Daniel Blythe

Hi there. Here are the things I look for in a good pitch.

1) I want it to sound *interesting*. I switch off if it sounds as if 
it's going to be too dull, ordinary or everyday, or if I feel I've heard 
this done before.

2) The characters need to be facing choices and difficulties which they 
overcome. Questions are good - 'How will X manage to Y?' etc.

3) A plot, not just a situation. Anything which sounds as if it's just a 
description of a situation/setting is not something I'll be excited by. 
However, give us a character who is facing a problem, responding to a 
challenge, in a controversial or difficult situation, etc., and I'll 
definitely listen.

4) Don't ramble. You don't have long, so get our attention to begin with 
- who the main character is, where it is happening, what the problem is, 
etc.

5) Round it off with a teasing, open-ended, questioning paragraph, or 
something which suggests interesting development and complication beyond 
what you've already told us.

6) This one may be more difficult, as people will already have decided 
what they're pitching, but... I look for originality and something which 
sounds a bit quirky and different, so try to avoid the kind of plot/idea 
which is too much like something you've read or seen elsewhere. I don't 
know why, but the Novel Slam seems to feature quite a few dark police 
procedurals set in Yorkshire, and they are not always sufficiently 
different or interesting! That doesn't in any sense mean don't do a 
police procedural - but make sure there's something different, quirky, 
unusual or strange about it!

7) Look at blurbs of published books you have enjoyed and analyse how 
they're structured. They often start with a paragraph setting up the 
background/situation, follow that with a paragraph or two summarising 
the problem or complication the character faces, and finish with an 
open-ended paragraph or sequence of questions.

8) Don't worry about sounding nervous. That's only natural! Speaking for 
myself, I will be looking more for interesting content and something 
that sounds promising  - if it isn't delivered perfectly, that won't put 
me off. Do take your time to read clearly and not gabble, though, or 
interesting points may be lost.
Advice from Iain Broome
My tip is to remember that you are selling yourself at this point as much as the writing. 

So give it some welly!

